
Wenatchee School District No. 246 
Wenatchee, Washington 

Minutes of April 12th, 2010  
RTTT Videoconference 

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
WSD District Office 

Board        Staff     
Walter Newman, President     Brian Flones, Superintendent  
Laura Jaecks        WSD Cabinet 
Gary Callison        
 
The meeting opened at 6 p.m.  Those in attendance were as follows: 
 

GAYLE NORTHCUTT WenEA PRESIDENT 
PAT STRAND WenEA EXEC. COUNCIL 

CHRIS CLOKE WenEA EXEC. COUNCIL 

KATHY MILANUK WenEA EXEC. COUNCIL 
BRIAN FLONES SUPERINTENDENT 

GARY CALLISON SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 

LISA TURNER DIRECTOR OF HR- CABINET 

LES VANDERVORT WSD CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER - CABINET 
LAURA JAECKS SCHOOL BOARD DIRECTOR 

JODI SMITH ASSIST. SUPERINTENDENT TEACHING & 
LEARNING –CABINET 

JON DEJONG ASSIST. SUPERINTENDENT- 
ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT - CABINET 

WALTER NEWMAN PRESIDENT OF SCHOOL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

KATHY ANDERSON WenEA EXEC. BOARD 
CHET HARUM EXEC. DIRECTOR STUDENT SUPPORT 

SERVICES - CABINET 
LINDEE AKERS ADMINISTRATION/ EXEC. SECRETARY 

/RECORDER 
 
RTTT Website reported: 
April 12, 2010, OSPI held meetings on the proposed Race to the Top Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
that, when locally approved, will allow individual districts to join Washington state in the submission of a Phase 2 
Race to the Top grant. 

About Race to the Top  On March 29, 2010, Governor Gregoire signed into law E2SSB 6696. This new 
legislation, which represents a comprehensive approach to educational reform, will form the backbone of 
Washington’s Race to the Top Phase II application. On April 7, the Governor kicked off the application process for 
a share of the $3.4 billion in RTTT funding.  

The Race to the Top Fund is the largest ever federal competitive investment in school reform. It will reward states for 
past accomplishments and create incentives for future improvements. The funding criteria that the U.S. Department 
of Education proposes to use will challenge states to create comprehensive strategies for addressing the four central 
areas of reform that will drive school improvement. http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/factsheet.html 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides for competitive grants both to states and to schools and 
LEAs. Race to the Top money is divided into two sections. The State Incentive Fund is for competitive grants to 
fund experimental school improvement programs. The Innovation Fund is for competitive grants for a local education 
agency OR one or more schools in partnership with a non-profit organization.  

More information about Race to the Top grant opportunity: 



• Recovery.wa.gov/RTTT 
The Governor’s Office RTTT Web site provides the most current information on the state application 
process. 

• U.S. Department of Education Race to the Top 
For Federal Register information for CFDA 84.395A, open the link to "Notice of Proposed Priorities." 

 
The following powerpoint was presented to the viewers after a brief address from Gov. Christine 
Gregoire.   

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Organizations and presentations were conducted by: 
Judy Hartmann 
K-12 Education Policy Advisor 
Office of the Governor  
Edie Harding 
Executive Director 
State Board of Education  
Alan Burke, Ed.D. 
Deputy Superintendent for K-12 Education 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 
The panel cover each document included in the packet and explained the application.  The 
following items were covered: 

❏ SUBMITTAL PROCESS  
❏ PARTICIPATING DISTRICTS 
❏ Washington State Partnership Agreement between Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction and a 

District (Local Education Agency) Defining Race to the Top Program Participation 
❏ Goals, Roadmap and Measures for Reporting (WA Education Reform Plan) 
❏ PARTICIPATING LEA RESPONSIBILITIES 
❏ JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES 
❏ STATE RECOURSE FOR LEA NON-PERFORMANCE 
❏ ASSURANCES 
❏ MODIFICATIONS 
❏ COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
❏ DURATION/TERMINATION 
❏ NULL AND VOID 
❏ Areas of Agreement (Required & Optional/Competitive) 
❏ REQUIRED & OPTIONAL/COMPETITIVE COMPONENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN 

WASHINGTON’S RACE TO THE TOP APPLICATION 
❏ SIGNATURE PAGE 
❏ WA Estimated RTTT Allocations  

 
WASHINGTON’S RACE TO THE TOP 
Background Information 
 

❏ General Questions and Answers      
❏ School District Questions and Answers     
❏ Washington State Legislation References/Descriptions   
❏ Definitions and Acronyms for Use by Local School Districts  
❏ Select Definitions and Description of Models from Federal Race to the Top Program 

Guidance     
 
After a roll call question and answer period to all participating state districts they signed off.  
Those present had a brief discussion about how much WSD is already doing some of the things 
that are required for this process and the timeline, May 17th is the deadline for the application 
process.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.   
 
 
             
Board President      Superintendent 


