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Wenatchee School District Board of Directors 

Wenatchee School District  
Regular Board Meeting  

Minutes of June 14th, 2011 
WestSide High School 

Board Members Present       Staff Present 
Kevin Gilbert, President       Brian Flones, Superintendent 
Gary Callison, Vice President      Cabinet  
Walter Newman        
Jesús Hernández 
Laura Jaecks  

 
 

The board honored the following retirees and presented 
them with a clock & plaque, WSD travel mug and 
appreciation certificate at a cake and punch reception 
prior to the board meeting. 
• Lauren “Cheryl” Armstrong -1985-2011 
• Theresa“Terri”Bawden -1995-2011 
• Maria Cortes-2004-2011 
• Janet Erickson -1992-2011 
• Maya Grantham-1990-2011  
• Roger Gunderson-1998-2011 
• Jean Hayes -1996-2011 
• Charles “Charlie” Hickenbottom -1992-2011 
• Ada Jones-1992-2011 
• Ruth Mattson-1986-2011 
• Fred Rose-1997-2011 
• Karin Shiflett-1978-2011 
• Sharon “Ann” Whitfield-1999-2011 
 Cheryl Armstrong, Terri Bawden, Ruth Mattson, Fred Rose, Karin Shiflett 
and Sharon Whitfield. 

 
Kevin Gilbert, Board President, opened the regular 
board meeting at 7:00 p.m., with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

 
President Kevin Gilbert asked for a motion to approve 
the consent agenda.  Motion made by Gary Callison 
seconded by Jesús Hernández, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
 

         Minutes of  May 24th Board Meeting.  
          Minutes of May 17th Board Study Session 
 
 
 
          PREPARED BY:  Lisa Turner, H.R. Director 

June 14th, 2011 personnel report is on file. 
 
 
 
 
 
VOUCHERS: PREPARED BY:  Karen Walters,  
Director of Accounting – June 14th, 2011 
General Fund:  
Check #  

 
Capital Projects Fund: 
Check #  
Associated Student Body Fund: 
Check #    
 
 
 
 

II. Consent Agenda 
 

I. Regular Meeting 7 p.m. 
 

1) Minutes 

2) Personnel Report 

3) Vouchers/Payroll 

Board Retirement Reception  
6:00 p.m. 
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    SURPLUS REPORT PREPARED BY:  Karen Walters,  

Director of Accounting – June 14th, 2011 – On file 
 
WSHS math teacher, Brian Herling, gave a 
comprehensive look and update on the progress of the 
math program at WSHS.  He gave much of the credit for 
the positive movement to the district support group, 
math standards and Data Director for the strengthening 
of the interaction and intervention with our students. 
 
WSHS science teacher, Steve Niccum, introduced two 
students who have been in the WSU Science partnership 
program for 1-3 years. He asked the students to give 
their testimonials.  He also introduced Hanna Butler, 
WSU Extension Office Biologist, and asked her to give a 
summary of the year.  After her update she shared a 
student made video of the year.  
The board thanked them and told them how they always 
enjoy hearing about the year’s accomplishments.  

 
WSHS:  Trevor Anderson invited everyone to attend the 
June 20th Open House at WSHS. The Rotary Club is 
sponsoring a bar-b-que and free tickets to the Apple Sox 
game to celebrate the anniversary of the school. 

  
WSD Family Services Specialist, Melissa 
Hernandez, introduced Jennifer Anaya, who works in 
WHS counseling and is a NW Mariachi Festival 
volunteer.  Ms. Hernandez gave highlights of the 13th 
Annual Mariachi Festival.  She also pointed out the 
benefits of “Pathways to College Through Music”.  She 
showed the DVD that was produced about the NW 
Mariachi Workshop.  She gave certificates to many of the 
organizers and guests and kudos to Jaun Cortez  The 
board thanked her for the report. 
 

4) Contracts 

6) Surplus Report 
 

V.  ASB Reports 

III. School Presentation 
 

VI.  Recognitions 
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Parent Michelle Jobe and parent Connie Toth shared 
opinions of the Make Your Day program. They also 
shared the experiences they have had with their children 
in the classroom management program.  They both gave 
written statements to the board and Ms. Jobe presented 
her view of the PBIS program.  Ms. Jobe asked the 
board to review and consider replacing MYD with PBIS.  
The parents wanted to know when the MYD program 
would be reviewed again by the board.  Board President, 
Kevin Gilbert, informed the parents there would be an 
update at the June 29th meeting.   

       
1)  Mercury Online Academy: Ron Brown, Director of 
Technology Online Learning, introduced the 
representatives of Mercury Online Learning Academy. 

Mr. Brown explained the Proposed long term expansion of Wenatchee Internet Academy. 
Goal: Wenatchee Internet Academy would like to expand its services to provide 
additional academic opportunities for Wenatchee students. The turnkey educational 
services program provided through Mercury Online Education will enable WIA to 
accomplish this expansion with little or no additional resources. The Mercury program is 
unique in that its full services include: 

• Flexibility to supplement current WIA programs and staffing 
• A full range of college prep courses for grades K through 12, including AP 
(advanced placement), credit recovery, and full time coursework 
• Technology hardware for all students 
• All staffing for teacher-led, highly interactive instruction provided by 
Washington State approved teachers 
• Synchronous and asynchronous instruction 
• Up to three different student participation models 
• Low student – teacher ratios 
• A high level of accountability and transparency for the District and parents 

During the 2011-12 school year WIA believes it can attract un-enrolled, resident students 
back to the Wenatchee District and can provide these comprehensive educational services 
for a cost less than the revenue realized. This new revenue stream can then enable the 
District to expand its WIA programs. The long-term plan is to gain statewide certification 
expand this concept beyond the District, thus providing even greater resources and 
opportunities for all Wenatchee students. 

 
Mercury Academy’s representatives Jason Erdman and 
Terry Gogerty gave the following presentation about the 
blended program that Mercury Online Academy offers. 
 

EXPANDING THE WSD INTERNET ACADEMY 
Creating great, new opportunities for all Wenatchee students 
Some Grade D-12 Online Education Facts 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VII.  Citizen Comments 

VIII.  Special Presentation 
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Top three reasons why WSD should consider this 
program. 

1. Expanded academic options for all students 
throughout the district 

2. Support for current local Wenatchee academic 
programs and assistance with online learning 
development. 

3. New revenue streams 
                                                            
                                                            Extensive Board Q&A and discussion points: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The board thanked Mr. Gogerty and Mr. Erdman and 
asked for the financial breakdown to be provided for 
them. 
 
 
1) WSSDA Recommended REVISED/DELETED 
/NEW 4000 Series Policies – 1ST Reading:  
Superintendent Flones presented the following for review 
for 2nd Reading. 

 

 

 
 
 

VIII.  Old Business 

 

o Rigor of the program 
o Success rate of students  
o Credit Retrieval success 
o Quality of curriculum 
o WSD Teacher led instruction 
o Highly qualified instruction 
o Home office server – Atlanta 
o Computer checkout system 
o Blended learning model 
o K-12 partner with 2-4 year college 
o College prep classes 
o International Language: Spanish, 

German, French & Mandarin 
Chinese are offered 

o Usage of You-Tube 
o Learning Center – 5 days/wk 
o Long-range Vision 
o Financial risks 
o Wenatchee Academy,  with 

Mercury as provider 
o Emerging Market 
o Request for stats for board to 

review 
o Request for financials  
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2) WSSDA Recommended REVISED 5000 Series 
Policies – 1ST Reading:  
Ms. Turner, HR Director presented the following for 2nd  
Reading.  

 

 
 

MOTION MADE: Walter Newman made the motion to approve the WSSDA 4000 & 5000 series 
as presented by Superintendent Flones and HR Director Lisa Turner. 
SECONDED: By Jesús Hernández 
APPROVED: Unanimously 

 
 
 
 
       1) WSD Summer Athletic Program: 

Superintendent Flones presented the summer athletic 
program to the board for approval as outlined in a memo 
to the board by AD BJ Kuntz as follows: 

 
To: School Board & Superintendent Brian Flones 
Fr: BJ Kuntz, Athletic Director 
Re: Summer Athletic Programs 
 
The following programs would like your approval to be offered this summer. They are organized, 
instructed by and the responsibility of a high school head coach. Because these programs are scheduled 
outside of the school year, they require your approval. 
 
Open Gym- These programs are open to WHS student/athletes that have cleared in the athletic office for 
participation. There is no cost involved.  

Cross Country   Boys Basketball 

VIII.  New Business 



BD. MINUTES 6/14/11 
Page 7 of 7 

Girls Soccer  Girls Basketball 
Volleyball  Wrestling 
Football   Strength and Conditioning  

  Tennis 
  
Summer Camps / Clinics – These programs are open to a variety of age groups and require specific 
registration and many times require payment of a fee. They will require a release of liability for those that 
participate. 
   
Girls Soccer Camp – This camp is for girls grades 3-8, 
Lady Panthers Basketball Camp -  This camp is for girls grades 2-8. 
Boys and Girls Basketball Tournament -  This tournament is for high school teams around the state that 
wish to compete against each other.  
 

MOTION MADE: Jesús Hernández made the motion to approve the WSD Summer Athletic program as 
presented. 
Discussion: Mr. Newman asked if athletic trainers were present and he voiced concern for hot weather.  
Mr. Flones assured Mr. Newman it would be covered and weather will be watched.   
SECONDED: By Laura Jaecks 
APPROVED: Unanimously 

 2) Architect Selection: 
Mr. Flones presented to the board the results of the 
architect committee selection and asked for approval.   

o Forte Architects: Lincoln, Pioneer bleachers 
o TFC Architects: Washington  

 
After a brief discussion Mr. Flones asked for approval 
from the board. 
 

MOTION MADE: Jesús Hernández made the motion to approve the architects that were recommended by 
the selection committee as presented. 
SECONDED: By Laura Jaecks 
APPROVED: Unanimously 

 
None 

 
 

o June 28th board meeting changed to June 29th  

o WSHS Graduation June 15th  

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. by President Kevin Gilbert. 
 
 
Open meeting closed at 9:30 and went into the executive session 
at 9:30 p.m. The Board President, Kevin Gilbert read the 
following:  
The school board will now enter into executive session in 
accordance with board policy1410 and RCW 42.30.110 to 
review collective bargaining and contract agreements and to 
consider the selection of a site or the acquisition of real estate by 
lease or purchase when public knowledge regarding such 
consideration would cause a likelihood of increased price. 
The meeting is expected to last 45 minutes.  No action will be 
taken. 
 
The meeting was reconvened in open session – 10:30 p.m.  
 
 
President Kevin Gilbert adjourned the meeting at 10:30 p.m.  

 
 
 
_______________________________     _________________________________Date________ 
President            Superintendent  
 

IX.  President’s Report 

X.  Superintendent’s Report 

XII.  Meeting Adjourned 

XIII.  Executive Session 

XIV.  Open Session 

XV.  Meeting Adjourned 


