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Wenatchee School District No. 246 

Wenatchee, Washington 
Minutes of February 22nd, 2011 

Public Hearing Meeting 
District Office   

Board        Staff      
Kevin Gilbert, President      Brian Flones, Superintendent 
Gary Callison, Vice President      
Walter Newman 
Jesús Hernández 
Laura Jaecks  
 
I.  PUBLIC HEARING – 6:00 p.m. 

Kevin Gilbert, Board President, opened the public hearing meeting at 6:00 p.m., with the Pledge of 
Allegiance at the district office. The following agenda/outline was read to those present.  

 
 

 
 

        5.        Decision 
 
 
 
II.  WENATCHEE VALLEY COLLEGE/FOUNDATION & WENATCHEE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
LAND EXCHANGE: 
 
WSD Counsel Phil Johnson presented a brief summary and history of the land exchange agreement to the 
board. 
 
The board president, Kevin Gilbert asked for public comment from the sign-in sheet taken at the beginning 
of the meeting.   
 
1) John Sauer:  Mr. Sauer told the board he does not have a problem with the exchange of property 
between WVC and WSD.  What he objects to is the proposed project that the WVC Foundation/College 
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has concerning the Well’s House on the WVC property - removing it and building the Music & Arts Center 
on that location.  Served on the Safe the River Committee and plans to run this campaign the same way.  He 
intends to hire an attorney and form a committee. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion. 
 
2) Dr. June Darling:  She is a WVC Trustee and member of the Downtown Rotarians. She is in support of 
the new location for WSHS.  Ms. Darling has attended the functions at the current WSHS location and feels 
they deserve a better facility and sees this opportunity as a win/win situation for both organizations – a new 
Music & Arts Center for the college and a new high school for WSHS. 
 
John McQuaig:  Chairman for the WSD Facilities committee for five years.  WSHS has always been a 
challenge in getting the bonds to pass.  It is a much-misunderstood issue.  A new facility without a bond is a 
victory for the school district. He embraces the idea wholeheartedly.  The building projects for the WVC is 
the college’s issue and doesn’t affect this transaction. 
 
Jeff Johnson:  Principal of WSHS, he wanted to thank the board, college and WVC Foundation and all 
those involved in this project.  The students at WSHS are a bunch of great kids who deserve a better facility 
and will truly benefit from the vision and possibilities of this new location.  He wanted to thank everyone for 
making this happen. 
 
Connie Bean:  President of the WVC Foundation, she wanted to thank the board for their support.  She 
worked for WSD when WSHS first started and never thought that it would still be in facilities that it is still 
housed in.  She asked everyone to let our legislators know this how important this piece of the puzzle is to 
move forward on this project.  She thanked the board for the opportunity to address them. 
 
Bart Clennon:  Former WSD board member, Rotarian, and former WSD Bond chairperson.  He thanked 
the board for their efforts and he is a huge supporter of WSHS and WSD.  He feels it’s a shame that the 
students had to have an awards assembly in the present facility that they are housed in this week.  We can do 
better for our students and they’ve been in that building way too long.  He said he supports this project with 
great enthusiasm, and asked the board to approve this project tonight, and thanked the board for their 
efforts. 
 
Rufus Woods:  Community member and business owner.  Mr. Woods is a huge supporter of WSHS and 
the students.  He feels if we do not nurture these students and value them it is putting them at risk for the 
future.  It is a great compromise to not move forward with this project.  A bond is not feasible at this time.  
We are all about education for all students and these students need a better facility.  He thanked the board 
and encouraged them to move forward. 
 
Gil Sparks:  Local attorney and President of the Downtown Rotarians. He thanked the board for their time 
and all the effort they put in.  He explained that the Rotary Club took on the WSHS as a project.  He 
pointed out that we all know something needs to be done about this facility and he sees it as a win/win 
situation for the community.  He supports wholeheartedly on behalf of WSHS and the college.  He thanked 
the board for the time they are giving everyone to speak their opinions. 
 
Barbara Wilson:  WVC Foundation board member, Rotarian, former teacher and teaching is her passion.   
She feels this is a very deserving project and hopes with her whole heart that this works out and she feels 
these students deserve a better place to go to school.    
 
Pete Fraley:  Mr. Fraley, local attorney & WVC Foundation Board member wanted to thank the board on 
behalf of the local WVC Foundation.  He also wanted to thank the attorney general’s office and Phil Johnson 
for working on this project to help it go forward.  He thanked WSD Board for this opportunity and feels we 
cannot let this project pass us by without taking advantage of it and asked the board to approve this trade for 
the good of all concerned.   
 
The WSD board thanked the citizens for their comments and Dr. Newman said he is favor of moving 
forward and voting on the resolution.  Mr. Callison thanked everyone for his or her comments and agreed he 
wanted to move forward with the resolution.  Mr. Hernández thanked everyone for his or her time and 
thoughts and thanked them for the support for this tremendous opportunity.  He is in hopes that the 
community will embrace this great cause.  Ms. Jaecks added that she too is in favor of moving forward with a 
vote on the resolution and that she was thrilled to see so many community leaders in support of this great 
project and thanked them for their comments.   
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MOTION MADE: Laura Jaecks made the motion to approve Resolution #01-11 entering into an agreement 
with WVC & WVC Foundation for the transfer of real property as outlined in the resolution and presented by 
WSD legal counsel Phil Johnson. 
SECONDED: By Jesús Hernández 
APPROVED: Unanimously 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: At 6:30 pm by President Kevin Gilbert. 
 
 
  


