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Wenatchee School District Board of Directors 

Wenatchee School District  
Board Workshop Meeting  

Minutes of Nov. 12, 2013 
Columbia Elementary 

Board Members Present       Staff Present 
Jesús Hernández        Brian Flones, Superintendent 
Laura Jaecks         Cabinet 
Walter Newman           
Gary Callison 
Kevin Gilbert     

        
 
 
Jesús  Hernández, Board President, opened the board workshop 
at 3:30 p.m., with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

                         
                                Jesús  Hernández, Board President, asked for a motion to                           
                                approve the consent agenda.  

 
MOTION MADE: Laura Jaecks made the motion to approve 
the consent agenda. 
SECONDED: By Walter Newman 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 Consent Agenda included: 

 
MINUTES: 10/22/13 Regular Board Meeting & 11/04/2013 
Workshop   
 
PERSONNEL REPORT PREPARED BY:  Lisa Turner, HR 
Director: Nov. 12, 2013 personnel report: on file 
 
PAYROLL PREPARED BY: Tami Hubensack, Director of 
Payroll: October 2013,   $5,242,848.35 

 
VOUCHERS & CONTRACTS PREPARED BY:   
Karen Walters,  Director of Accounting – 

 
 

  
  
 SURPLUS REPORT PREPARED BY:   

Karen Walters, Director of Accounting: 11/12/13 on file for 
review. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. Workshop Meeting 
3:30 p.m. 

 

1) Minutes 

2) Personnel Report 

3) Vouchers/Payroll 

4) Surplus Report 
 

II.  Consent Agenda 
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  Postponed until next meeting  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     
  Vision Focus  
 Strategy 1 – Design the personalized learning system of the future  
 Key objective: STEM/Project based learning 
 Overview of the work and action plan the STEM/PBL planning team has 

completed. 
 
Assistant Superintendent Jon Dejong spoke about the committee composed of 20-25 staff members, 
administrators and community members. Allen Foundation grant money is being used for planning 
purposes. Up to date progress was presented starting with a STEM activity followed by elementary, middle 
level and Wenatchee and Westside high school.   
 
Kelsay Stanton and Jill Fineis presented a STEM activity. Four groups were formed and tasked with 
designing the fastest rolling wheels using different materials provided, while taking into consideration the 
cost of the project and the CO2 emissions. Each group designed their own wheels, tested and presented 
their project giving the details of the cost, emissions and speed.  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Workshop: 

5) Contracts 

6) Curricular Adoption 
Health – 2nd Reading 
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The groups were asked to look at the activity in terms of national and state standards. The groups were 
then asked to identify where they saw the standard perform or where they saw an extension into something 
broader in the activity.  
 
Each group shared where their project performed on the standards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill Fineis showed a PowerPoint presentation on Next Generation science standards and how they are 
applied to the field experiences.  
 
Ms. Stanton spoke about standards being used in the classroom to guide process. The Next Generation 
standards were adopted by the state in October therefore, they can look at the states timelines, testing 
schedule and integration and look at the science kits at the elementary level and make sure they are 
“stemized” to meet the Next Generation Science standards. Last year the STEM committee decided on 
STEM criteria for potential STEM curriculum that would make it unique to our district.    
 
School Board President, Jesus Hernandez asked Ms. Fineis and Ms. Stanton to share about the preparation 
before taking students out on the field experience. Developing language around content.  
 
Students prepare their science kits, which take about 4-6 weeks. In the kits there is vocabulary to use while 
in the file and words they need to know. A discussion takes place about what students need to know, 
especially ELL learners. The second grade team thought that it worked well in second grade and hoping to 
get the upper levels to do as well. Students are also prepared to ‘leave no trace behind’ and taught what to 
do about the elements, how to be outside for the day, etc.   
 
Mr. Hernandez followed up and asked if this is an area where teacher team-taught for the day or how they 
integrate language with math and science. In the past teachers would come and teach to the subject. For 
example, art teachers would teach art based around the subject. This year the focus is on STEM with a 
music section and a landscape drawing component that the field instructors taught. The way its been set up 
is to hire teachers to do it and school teacher do come along but mostly for classroom management.  
 
Mr. DeJong shared that a representative from the Allen Foundation had the opportunity to observe the 
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field experience and was very impressed and pleased with the work the district is doing.  
 
Dan Myers 8th grade science teacher at Orchard Middle School, has worked with the STEM team for the 
last two years. Their long-term goal is to improve current curriculum and change teaching practices to 
incorporate more STEM. Short-term goal is to get every middle school student exposed to STEM. Mr. 
Myers shared the STEM activities 6th – 8th graders were working on.  
 
Two middle school students shared their STEM experiences.  
 
Gary Callison asked Mr. Myers if the block schedule helped or hinder. Mr. Myers described how it has 
been wonderful from a teaching perspective especially for science.  
 
Mr. Hernandez ask Mr. Myers how he deals with students that are not big into science.  
Mr. Myers explained that once students see how science changes the way they live it makes a big impact on 
the student.  
 
Laura Jaecks asked if there’s been an impact in girls showing enthusiasm. Mr. Myers shared that all hands 
on definitely helps.   
 
Mr. DeJong shared that in addition to science teachers, tech lab teachers have also been involved in the 
committee. One of the things that the tech lab teachers will be doing is working with Dennis Conger to 
become CTE certified and implement introductory classes of Project Lead The Way.  
 
Ricardo Iñiguez presented on Wenatchee High School steering committee which increased from 4 teacher 
to 11 members in order to try to get more STEM PBL activities and generate more excitement. He 
introduced the members of the steering committee.  Two projects are being put into classroom use; 
projectile project & ski/snowboard project. There are a few more projects that the committee is talking 
about that they would like to develop prior to the end of the school year.   
 
High school teachers presented their individual projects.  

• Todd Busse showed the group the projectile project. 
• A student from Doug Merrill’s class presented on the ski/snowboard project. 
• Michael Lasater shared about balancing ideas for development in the hydroelectric dams and 

power production.  
• Dennis Conger shared about the First Green Washington Project. A soil and water science activity 

at a golf course that involves the wild life and recreation industry of the area.  
• Cheri Paine shared about the project of waste management and landfills in the valley.  
 

Mr. Conger also presented on Lead The Way. A program that has been around about 15 years and OSPI 
has adopted it as part of the CTE curriculum. Teacher training meets the national professional standards. 
OSPI has endorsed this program because they have the data to prove student achievement.  
 
John Torrence shared about the challenges they face while refocusing on STEM. The integration on core 
curriculum due to the lack of resources has been a challenge. Also finding STEM programs that are going 
to be of interest to the other 11 school districts that they work with.  
 
Hana, a STEM committee member for WHS in partnership with the Tech Center shared about her 
experience of looking at the program MGSS and common core and putting it in a curriculum template 
that the STEM committee has been creating and what it looks like when its applied to the real world of 
natural resources.  She shared about the partnership with the Chelan Douglas Land Trust in the 
decommission the trails and the upcoming project of capturing Pigmy Rabbits, an endangered species of 
Washington State.   She proceeded to show a video of the trails project.  
 
Mr. Dejong concluded the school presentation by sharing the first year goal of exposing as many students 
to the STEM experience and although there is a lot more work in the short period of time, there has been 
some amazing work.  
 

 
 
 

 
Agreement with Leone & Keeble, Inc. – WVTSC Renovation 
Major Works, Phase I 

Bryan Visscher asked to move the agreement with Leone & Keele to the last item on the 
agenda.  

 
WCTSC Project Constructability Review Report Acceptance – 
TCF Architect, John Hultman, Bryan Visscher 

Bryan Visscher presented the Constructability Review report and explained that the 
document was to ensure good use of the monies, he asked to board to review and approve 
the WVTSC project constructability.  

IV. Facility Projects Update 
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MOTION MADE: Gary Callison made the motion to 
approve the constructability Review Report.  
SECONDED: By Walter Newman 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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   Resolution #08-13 Resolution of intent to construct project 
Mr. Visscher informed the board that the Resolution # 08-13 ensures OSPI that the 
school district is using the 9.5 million dollars for improvements. This document would 
allow Mr. Visscher to sign lower level documents. These documents would only be those 
not required Superintendents signature.  

 
Ms. Laura Jaecks noted that it is unusual for people to be named in a document rather 
than their positions. Mr. John Hultman responded stating that OSPI wants to see 
individuals – for the duration of the project.  

 
 

MOTION MADE: Gary Callison made the motion to 
approve the Resolution #08-13 as presented.  
SECONDED: By Laura Jaecks 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

  
 
 

Resolution #09-13: Resolution certifying 5-year continued use 
and 30-year extension of the life of building.  

 
Mr. Visscher informed the school board that Resolution #09-13 is to assure OSPI that the 
9.5 million dollars being used will extend the life of the building for a minimum of 30 more 
years and the building will be in continued used for the next 5 years.   

 

 
 
  

MOTION MADE: Walter Newman made the motion to 
approve Resolution #09-13 as presented. 
SECONDED: By Laura Jaecks 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Agreement with Leone & Keeble, Inc. – WVTSC Renovation 
Major Works, Phase I 

Mr. Visscher introduced David Loomis. Greg Leone could not attend the meeting due to 
an emergency. A copy of the contract was included in the board packet along with a 
resume. Mr. Visscher has not had experience working with Leone & Keebler but has 
positive reviews.  
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Mr. Visscher presented the AIA Document A101 – 2007 that had previously been reviewed by counsel.  
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Jesus Hernandez asked about the time frame of completion.  
The project has a completion date of July/August 2015.  
 
The Leone & Kibble bid allowed taking all but two or the alternates, most importantly the building out the 
southwest corner of building B.   
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MOTION MADE: Gary Callison made the motion to 
approve the agreement with Leone & Keeble Inc.  
SECONDED: By Laura Jaecks 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: Board President Jesús Hernández adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m. 
 
________________________                               ____________________________Date______ 
President             Superintendent  


