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Wenatchee School District Board of Directors 

Wenatchee School District  
Board Workshop 

Minutes of Sept.16, 2013 
WSD District Office 

Board Members Present       Staff Present 
Jesús Hernández        Brian Flones, Superintendent 
Laura Jaecks         Cabinet     
Gary Callison 
Kevin Gilbert     
Walter Newman     

        
 
 
Jesús  Hernández, Board President, opened the board workshop at 6:10 pm 
with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

      
1) Superintendent Flones gave a summary of the agenda and the desired 

outcome of the workshop, see below.   
 

 
 
2) Superintendent Flones reviewed the Facilities Committee 

recommended projects based on phase I and phase II:  

 

I. Workshop.  6 p.m. 
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Superintendent Flones talked about covering the four priority projects in the upcoming bond and possibly adding 
three other projects:  Mission View parking lot (safety hazard), WHS Tennis Courts (safety hazard) and Apple Bowl 
Artificial Turf project.   Discussion followed about each project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3)  CFO Les Vandervort showed the most resent projected tax rates from 
(SNW) Foster Pepper as follows:  
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2014= $67,500,000 - Bond 
2015= $32,000,000 - Bond 
1 yr. ago we were at $2.18 per thousand, now we are at $2.65, Mr. Vandervort pointed out that all the more reason 
to get this bond going before it goes higher. 
 
Mr. Vandervort also shared the projected tax rates for $67,500,000 bond, $65,000,000 bond, $60,000,000 bond 
and a $30,000,000 bond. 
 

 
Mr. Vandervort also compared the rate one year ago for all bond tax projects and what they are today and 
highlighted the increase in a discussion with the board.  He did not make any recommendations to the board but 
did encourage them to make a decision soon.  
 

4) Superintendent Flones shared the WSU Survey results along with the 
demographics of the survey.  
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5)  Superintendent Flones shared the priority list recommended by the 
facilities committee in 2011.   

 
 
Mr. Flones recommended the four top (# 1) priorities for the upcoming bond in February 2014 & suggested three 
additional add-ons. 
Discussion continued: 

• The three recommended add-ons, MV parking lot, Tennis Courts, Apple Bowl Turf 
• State Match Money details –  
• WHS auditorium still in need of improvements & very visible to our community 
• Apple Bowl turf replacement benefits  
• Tennis courts dilapidated condition 
• Portable pads, necessary for expansion at WHS 
• Front Funding projects to help Match money when it comes into play 
• Timeline critical in the next few months in getting the word out 

 
John McQuaig, John Hultman, Bryan Visscher & Jim McNeil, added a lot to the discussion in terms of 
what to add to the bond - pros and cons of each and how important it is to take the advice of the Facilities 
Committee.  Also the dynamics of a bond election were discussed.  Mr. McNeil suggested that WSD have a 
public forum before a decision can be made on spending State Match money, that could take up to 5 years, 
usually doesn’t but there is always that possibility.    

 
    6) Jim McNeil, Foster Pepper PLLC, shared the latest Public Disclosure 
Commission guidelines for school district elections. He gave copies to all the board members and others 
present.  Mr. McNeil recommended that everyone read it and be familiar of what is allowed within the 
guidelines of the law.  He pointed out that school districts and election committees relationships can only be 
“information providing” and that also has its limitations.  In addition Mr. McNeil handed out the Overview of 
Voter Approval Requirements for School District Unlimited Tax General Obligation Bonds packet for everyone to keep 
and refer to for information.  Mr. Flones pointed out that we always send our materials & communications  
to Mr. McNeil for editing and approval prior to publishing and making public.  

 
After much discussion Mr. Flones stated that if there is any State Match money left after taking care of all 
the specified projects that a public forum would be held to collect public input on how those funds should be 
dispensed.   
 
After additional discussion, all the board members gave their individual opinions and ideas of what would 
work best for the district and they came to a consensus: 
 

• Put the four #1 Priorities on the ballot plus the critical safety issue of the Mission View Parking Lot. 
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• The board also wanted it made clear that the early childhood special education facilities 
(Castlerock) safety improvements be included in the resolution.  Mr. McNeil will draft up a 
resolution to go on the Sept. 24th board meeting for the first reading.  He will try to capture the 
essence of what we need into the resolution.  We will have the second reading on October 10 
Workshop and go for the February 11th 2014 bond election date. 

 
Mr. McQuaig, bond chairperson, will organize the Facilities Committee and see if anyone wants to serve on the 
bond committee.  He made several recommendations to the board.  They thanked him for his input. 
 
The board wanted it also made clear that regardless of the outcome Mission View will have the parking lot and 
street improvements completed for safety reasons.   
 
The board thanked everyone for their input and information.   
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: Board President Jesús Hernández adjourned the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
________________________                               ____________________________Date______ 
President             Superintendent  


