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Wenatchee High School Bond
$120 Million for Phase 2 Bond addresses the aging and overcrowded WHS

Bond & McCleary Tax Rates The Issues at WHS
Overcrowding: School built for 1,600, currently enrolls 
just over 1,900 students.

End of useful life for infrastructure: electrical systems, 
alarm systems, phone systems, technology systems, 
security systems, and HVAC.

Classroom Size: 750 sq. ft. while modern classrooms 
recommended at 900 sq. ft. for collaborative and STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) learning.

Classroom Acoustics: WHS originally built as open 
concept with no walls between rooms. Dividers and 
retro-fitted walls don’t block sound.

Kitchen: Kitchen equipment is 43-years-old. Kitchen space 
is too small. Plumbing leaks.

Athletic facilities adjacent to high school: track and 
tennis court condition (tennis courts are condemned), lack 
of restrooms and concession facilities, need for additional 
girls locker room space, old concrete track bleachers need 
replacing, lighting is failing,  a need for softball fields and 
minor improvements to the baseball field.

Ballots mailed:
April 6, 2018

Election Date:
April 24, 2018

Ballots will arrive in the mail April 6 and must be 
postmarked by 8:00 PM on April 24, 2018.
Low-income senior citizens and disabled adults may qualify for tax exemptions. Please 
contact the Chelan County Assessor’s Office at (509) 667-6365 for further information.

Impact of the new McCleary State Tax, and the Bond

In 2018 the new “McCleary” state tax will increase state taxes by 81 
cents, from $1,89 to $2.70 per $1,000. In 2019 the state “McCleary” 
tax will remain the same, at $2.70 per $1,000, and the local levy will 
drop from $2.92 per $1,000 in 2018 to $1.50 per $1,000 in 2019.

Impact of New “McCleary” State Tax on Local Taxpayers
Amounts are based on home value of $281,600, the median home value
in Wenatchee.

* Includes additional $0.81 for new “McCleary” state property tax
**Assumes passage of new $120 million WHS Bond
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The Solutions for WHS

Please Vote

Bond Phase 2 Q & A

Add a new, three-story addition of 150,365 square feet on the 
south end of the building and demolish old classrooms on east 
wing. This will provide an increase in new instruction space by 
57,763 square feet.

Remodel existing building areas with varying degrees of 
modernization, according to need.

Windows for as many classrooms as possible.

New kitchen and cafeteria on east side of building.

Additional music room and a green room (for performing arts, the 
green room is a waiting space/dressing room for performers) 
located on the north end of the auditorium.

Renovate outdoor athletic fields and add girls locker room space.

Enhance safety and security, including an electrified security door 
system with automated and scheduled control while still allowing 
free exiting at all times.

Construction Effect on Students
Students and staff will remain in existing classrooms 
throughout construction of the new wing.
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Estimated Available Funding
Total:     $154 million

OSPI Matching Funds
$31 million

Phase 1 Carryover  
$3 million

Maximum Bond Funds
$120 million

Q. How many students will the modernized WHS hold, and 
will it be large enough for the future?
A. The modernized Wenatchee High School will be built for a 
population of 1,900 full time equivalent (FTE) students, and there is 
additional space for up to 200 additional students should population 
grow. That population calculation was created using a number of 
tools: cohort survival projections; consultation with the City of 
Wenatchee officials; and density charts, including number of people 
living in households. Using these tools, the projection showed that the 
FTE’s may stay around 1,900 FTE’s or even decline in the next decade.

Q. How will passing the construction bond change my taxes?
A. The Bond will create a $1.17 increase over 2017 tax rate per 
$1,000 assessed value

Watch the video online

http://bit.ly/WHSBondVideos

Q. Why not a new high school—were other options 
considered?

A. A number of other scenarios were considered, including:

Build a second comprehensive high school and modernize WHS

Convert  Foothills Middle School into a smaller 9-12 school for about 
600 students, which would require building a new middle school.

Build a STEAM academy for 600 students.

Acquire the Public Utility District building on Wenatchee Avenue, as 
they move out.

Reconfigure grades to 8-9 junior high, 10-12 high school, and build a 
new junior high for 1200 students.

Acquire the Wenatchee Federal Building for a secondary high school 
campus. 

The citizens committee concluded that all options would have 
significant costs which divert too much of the available funds away 
from the modernization of WHS.
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