FAQ’s about Academic Challenge and Distinguished Scholar

Are online classes accepted for Academic Challenge?

We accept any online class that meets high school requirements with one exception.  The only online class we accept for Citizen Washington is the one offered by Wenatchee Internet Academy (WIA).  Both classes require a policy paper, and we strongly believe that all college-bound students should know how to write a major research paper.

Do you require extra Occupational Education credits?

No.  The high school requires three classes, or 1.5 credits, in Occupational Education.  However, we require that one of those classes (.5 credit) be Business Computer Applications I.  We feel that high achieving students must demonstrate proficiency in  computer skills.  Students may test out of BCA 1 by arranging to take a competency test Mrs. Retallic in the Business Department.  BIT 101 at Wenatchee Valley College also fulfills this requirement.

Why won’t you accept sports or clubs outside of Wenatchee High School?

The Academic Challenge Committee decided that the club, sport or activity must be affiliated with WHS based on research showing that successful students are more likely to be involved in their school.  It's beneficial for both the student and the school.

Does Golden Apple Band count as an activity?

GA Band requires a great deal of physical activity and time commitment outside of class, so it is accepted during the freshman year and each year thereafter if the student earns a letter or pin.  

Why do you require 4 years of clubs/sports/activities but only 3 years of community service?

We want students to get involved in school by the middle of their freshman year.  Community service takes time to accumulate.  You may begin community service as soon as you join and even do it during the summer.  Once you earn enough hours for one year, you may begin accumulating hours for the following year.  Put it this way:  have 30+ hours total to earn Academic Challenge, 45+ for Distinguished Scholar.
How do I prove that I have earned the Academic Challenge award?

Starting with the graduation year 2014, students will turn in their Academic Challenge portfolio to Mrs. DeMarco in her box in the Career Center.  (Look for Wile E. Coyote.)  This portfolio must have all the Verification Forms:  one for each year, with all signatures and documentation.  Seniors who have met the Academic Challenge requirements will receive a completion letter, which allows them to include it on their list of accomplishments as they apply to colleges.  A special designation will appear with their transcripts upon completion of the program.  Distinguished Scholar is only awarded at graduation, and students may not list this on college or scholarship applications unless authorized by Mrs. DeMarco.
Can I be in Running Start and still qualify for Academic Challenge?  What about Distinguished Scholar?

Completing Academic Challenge or earning the Distinguished Scholar Award would be difficult but not impossible to accomplish for Running Start students.  Students need three credits from the following list of options: Advanced Placement classes, taking AP exams, and/or a 4th year of the same foreign language.  

More questions?

Contact committee members: Marcy Horne, Bev McCreary, Mallory Neher, Colleen Parks,  Jean Retallic, Teresa Martinez, Jane Rohman, or Enrichment Coordinator Kari DeMarco (662-9047).   
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