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Wenatchee Girls Golf 

PHILOSOPHY
The Wenatchee High School Athletic Department believes that the Girls Golf Team 

is an important part of the district sports program. Through golf, participants develop athletic skills in a sport that gives life-long benefits and enjoyment.  In addition, emotional development through golf can prepare high school girls to more maturely handle stressful situations in life.

The Wenatchee School District believes that Athletics is a privilege, not a right.  The standards within this document pertain to academic requirements, citizenship, sportsmanship and personal conduct.  Enjoyment of these privileges is predicated on the student-athlete’s willingness to uphold the following rules of conduct.

OBJECTIVES
· To develop a competitive team through practice and competition.
· To teach golfers that hard work is necessary if improvements are expected.
· To teach golfers the importance of good sportsmanship, honesty and fair play.
· To teach golfers the importance of mental toughness, self-control and self-discipline.
· To teach golfers respect for, and appreciation of, the game of golf and the courses we play on.
· To have fun playing the greatest game in the world!

I.
ELIGIBILITY
Before a golfer is eligible to participate, she must be cleared by the Athletic Office and ASB Office (fines). 

Academics and the Athletic Code: Students must maintain the WHS Academic Standards and not commit any Athletic Code violations to remain in the golf program. See the WHS Athletics Handbook. http://whs.wsd.wednet.edu/Faculty/Athletics/athleticcode/athleticcode.html
II.
TEAM COMPOSITION

The entire girls golf program will consist of the players showing the most ability and/or promise. The number of players allowed to practice and play each day at the course is limited by the Three Lakes Golf Course Staff. Facilities are limited and can be crowded, it is necessary to limit the number (16-18) carried on the team. Coaches will use the following guidelines in making the decision of who will be on Varsity or JV teams.


1.
Seniors must show through qualifying that they are one of the top



6 golfers.


2.
Juniors must show through qualifying that they are one of the top



8 golfers.

3.
Sophomores must show through qualifying that they are one of the top 12 golfers.


4.
Newbie Sophomores and Freshmen must show their desire to learn and

improve. They must also demonstrate that they have good basic skills or show potential and are working hard to get better. 

5. Freshmen will not be cut, regardless of skill level. Those just beginning may practice 2 days per week depending upon the total number of golfers and may be designated to the practice team.

6. All golfers must demonstrate their willingness to work hard, cooperate with     coaches, follow instructions, abide by the Athletic Code and interact in a positive way with teammates.

7. The Varsity Team is initially made up of the top 6-8 golfers. This is determined through a series of pre-season skill tests during practice sessions and while on the course. League matches consists of 6 golfers.

8. The Junior Varsity (JV) will consist of the next 8-10 players not in that initial Varsity group, but can work their way onto the Varsity Team by shooting scores that place them above other Varsity players. 

9. The Practice Squad (C) is made up of the remaining golfers.
III.
TURNOUTS 

1. Each golfer is expected to be on time for practice with their own equipment.      (see coach Merrill ASAP if you have equipment needs) 
2. Practices will run from 3:30-5:30. (3:30-5:15 before daylight savings)
3. Team golf bags and jackets will be checked out to all girls in the program and are expected to use them throughout the season.
4. There will be practice round days and all Varsity and some JV will be expected to play 9 holes and will need to stay until round is completed.
5. Starting in April, Wednesday s will be 3:30 to 5:00, because of 3 Lakes League play.
6. Golfers must find their own ride to and from practices and home matches. 
7. Missing practice could disqualify a golfer for that week's match if a qualifying round is held that day.  
8. Golfers who miss practices on a regular basis because of work, class, drivers ed, various lessons, etc…  will not receive the full benefits of those being involved everyday. 
9. Work hard to adjust your schedules so you don’t miss practices and matches.
10. Please call or text Coach Merrill ASAP if you are going to miss practice or a match. Last minute cancellations before a match put a serious hardship on the teams performance.
Coach Merrill (C) 699-8584        Coach Baumeister (C) 679-6450
IV.
QUALIFYING PROCEDURES AND MATCH PLAY

1. Qualifying for matches will be based on recent performances. The top 6 qualifiers will have 1-2 Varsity matches each week.  Those not qualifying for a Varsity will play in the JV match that week. With regular chances to qualify for Varsity positions. 

2. Those not making the initial JV team will be on a practice squad and come out for practice 2 days a week. These girls will have regular opportunity to qualify for JV matches and practice more with the team. 

3. First match qualifying – Players vying for Varsity positions will play in scored rounds to qualify for the first match. If course conditions or weather does not permit, the head coach will choose the team for the match by using scores from putting and chipping games . 

4. A Varsity match consists of 6 players on a team. The four best scores from that match count as the team score. 

5. District qualifying –Scoring during the season, a positive attitude, strong work ethic and good etiquette, will help in determining  who goes. Head to head challenges are often used over the last week to determine who makes the team. Coach Merrill reserves the right to make final team roster.

V. DRESS AND APPEARANCE
1. Be prepared for all types of weather conditions. Have extra layers in your golf bag or car. Golf umbrellas are a must.

2. All golfers should have a glove (left, if your swing right handed), carry a few band-aids and personal meds. Varsity should have two or more plus one for wet weather. 

3. Practice apparel - Appropriate shirts and pants are required.  Jeans are acceptable at Three Lakes. All clothing must meet WHS dress code.  Wear match dress attire when we practice at Wenatchee Golf and Country Club (collar, no jeans). Because of the “Golf posture”, please exercise modesty in what top you wear.
4. Match dress - Big 9 rules require a collared team shirts for all matches.  Each golfer must purchase a team shirt ($28 on average, if this creates a financial hardship, please contact Coach Merrill.)  Dress pants, khakis, wind pants or cords must be worn for matches.  When it’s warm, shorts may be worn. No blue denim.

VI.
BEHAVIOR

Always remember: We are guests at every golfing facility we visit, remember to be highly respectful of their staff and the paying customers. This includes the range, clubhouse and on the course. Don’t yell across the range or course with anyone from the general public in eyesight. You may be the only WHS students that some community members ever meet.  

At Three Lakes be sure to store your “stuff” in a neat manner in the corner of the Clubhouse. Try to leave it in your car if possible. At Three Lakes G.C., Highlander G.C. and Wenatchee Golf and Country Club, the Board of Directors grants us the privilege of using their facilities free of charge. We therefore have the obligation of treating the property with care and respect. Follow the rules of good golf etiquette.


Off-course behavior - Drive carefully and legally to and from practices and home matches.  An accident would be devastating to everyone and the team as a whole.  Be especially courteous and cautious on the Clubhouse drive.


Travel behavior – As passengers in the team vehicle, it is expected that you will behave in the best possible manner. There will be no yelling, waving or signaling to passing motorists or pedestrians.  Seat belts are required at all times. State law requires them.  When staying overnight in hotels, golfers will obey the curfew and rules set by the coach in charge. While dining in eating establishments, golfers will be courteous to the servers and patrons around them.



Wenatchee’s reputation has been a long-standing model of good sportsmanship and friendliness. That is not something your coaching staff or Athletic Department wants to lose. We play hard, play fair and do it with a smile and a kind word. 



Issues pertaining to any type of harassment will be taken very seriously and is not tolerated at any level. Coach Merrill must be notified of any type of harassment or bullying.
VII.         SAFETY PROCEDURES

Emergency Procedures - Any injuries/accidents occurring during golf practice or matches must be reported immediately a coach.
VII.         SAFETY PROCEDURES continued

1.  
Make sure no one is close to you where you are taking practice swings or warming up.


2.
Never hit into a group in front of you.

3.
Watch where you're walking.  Do not walk in front of players in your group or across other fairways without checking first.  Walk closely to the range screen when walking to and from the range.


4.
Always yell "Fore" if your shot goes astray and might hit someone.


5.
During wet weather, do all you can to keep yourself and your equipment dry.
Keep a towel handy.

6. Never throw any equipment or act in an unsafe manner.
7. Cell phones may only be used during matches to contact your coach or emergency services. 
VIII. TRAVEL PROCEDURES

1. Dismissal Time - The official time will posted on the website. http://whs.wsd.wednet.edu/Faculty/Athletics/golfvarsity.html 

All golfers are expected to remain in class until that time.

2. Team transportation – For most Varsity or JV trips a suburban will be taken. Please load in front of the bus garage where the Suburbans are parked.  When taking a bus, girls should load in front of the Athletic Office. Being on time is essential, late arrivals stand the chance of being left. Our schedule is tight, so we have little time to waste.
3. Conversations in the school vehicles should be healthy and positive. Coach Merrill may help the direction of conversation if necessary.
4. The first hour of each long road trip will be devoted to homework. Bring schoolwork with you. 
5. Equipment – Be prepared for any weather! We travel long distances and weather can be quite different at our destination from what it is in Wenatchee. Be certain you have all your equipment (clubs, shoes, umbrella and rain gear).
6. Independent travel - No independent travel is permitted without prior approval from the Athletic Director two days in advance.  We are a team and will travel to and from matches together.  Golfers will not be permitted to participate in road trip matches they "show up for" without prior approval. 
7. When coming home from trips please call your ride so that they are at the school when we arrive.
IX.
LETTERING
1. The following criteria must be met to letter in golf. 1) A girl must shoot 130 or lower on an 18 hole course (except TCCC, par 65).  2) She must play in 3 varsity matches. Or play in two matches and have her scores used both times towards the team score. 

2. Golfers opting out of two league matches or three total matches are at risk of not earning a varsity letter. 

3. JV golfers earn their certificate by competing in at least two JV matches. Those not competing in two matches will receive a certificate of Participation. 

4. Breaking the athletic code is grounds for not earning a Varsity or JV award.
XI.
DIET

Diet is important to golf. Eat healthy, snack before and during your round or practice. We will eat after the competition. Prior to matches I am requesting that golfers refrain from eating sugars and caffeine. You should keep your sugar levels from spiking.

XII.
HONESTY

Honesty in scoring and keeping rules is a must for golfers.  This holds true for practice as well as during matches.  Proof of cheating is grounds for suspension.

In conclusion

I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you.  I hope to see you develop strong golf skills and have a great time.  I believe you can improve your golf game dramatically through effective practice, playing often and being a student of the game.

· Coach Doug Merrill 

(C) 699-8584

(WHS) 663-8117 x 721. 

(H) 667-8781

If you call my house, please address Mrs. Merrill or my kids as being one of the golfers on the team.

Email merrill.d@mail.wsd.wednet.edu 

· Coach Baumeister (C) 679-6450

· Athletic Directors Office 663-3384 

Email kuntz.b@mail.wsd.wednet.edu
Wenatchee High School Main Office 663-8117

A phone tree will be set up for good team communication. Also, check your email on Sunday nights as I will usually have “This week in golf” email reminding you of what is happening. That is also the time to let me know if you have a conflict.

Updated 2/3/14

	Panther Girls Golf – Course Records
	

	Course
	Record
	Date
	Golfers
	Individual record

	3 Lakes GC
	368
	4/22/13
	C.Bozett, K. Freund, R. Barber, E. Bofto
	S. & J. Long - 78

	Apple Tree GC
	407
	4/30/13
	C.Bozett, G. Jones, A. Brandt, K. Freund, 
	Bozett&Schrader88

	Black Rock GC
	372
	5/8/13
	C.Bozett, G. Jones, A. Brandt, K. Freund, 
	C. Bozett - 81

	Canyon Lakes GC
	388
	3/22/10
	J. Takasugi, M. Sells, HBrown, CRockstad
	Jaime Long - 86

	Columbia Point
	370
	5/14/12  
	J Takasugi, R Barber, G Jones, C Bozett
	J. Takasugi - 81

	Highlander GC
	398
	3/21/13
	C.Bozett, G. Jones, A. Brandt, R. Barber 
	C. Bozett - 90

	Horn Rapids GC
	393
	4/14/10
	J. Takasugi, HBrown, MSells, C. Rockstad
	J. Takasugi - 81

	Lakeview 
	436
	4/1/97
	No Team Names
	Shelly Long - 89

	Meadow Springs 
	445
	3/21/11 
	J.Takasugi, HBrown, BTrainer, KRockstad
	J. Long - 88

	MLGCC
	369
	 
	J Takasugi, E Bofto, G Jones, C Bozett
	J. Takasugi - 77

	Mt. Adams
	425
	5/13/09
	J.Takasugi, A and E Bastian, JLindsay
	J. Takasugi - 88

	Othello GCC
	NTS
	3/3/03
	No Team Names
	E. Schrader - 96

	Prospector
	384
	4/24/12
	JTakasugi, KRockstad, RBarber, GJones, 
	J. Takasugi - 86

	Rope Rider
	
	
	
	

	Sun Tides GC
	400
	4/12/96
	S. Long, C Woolet, A. Mayer, K.Corrigan
	S. Long-88

	Sun Willows GC
	375
	4/11/13
	C.Bozett, R. Barber, K. Freund, A. Brandt
	J. Takasugi - 84

	TCCC
	390
	5/23/05
	RBarrett, CMorgan, EMaynard, KFaulkner
	S. Long - 80

	Vetrans Memorial
	379
	4/26/10
	J. Takasugi, HBrown, EBastian, JLindsay
	J. Takasugi - 84

	Wandermere GC
	285
	4/25/00
	K. Lowe, S. Shiflett, E. Eurton (3 scores)
	J. Takasugi - 86

	WestwoodWest GC
	415
	4/12/94
	J. long, K Munch, K. Corrigan, C. Woolett
	J. Long - 83

	WGCC
	405
	5/10/10
	J. Takasugi, H. Brown, M. Sells, E.Bastian
	J. Long - 85

	Yakima Elks
	378
	5/17/12
	J. Takasugi, C Bozett, G Jones, E Bofto
	J. Takasugi - 85


Team Records
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Score at Three Lakes - 4/22/13

368


E Bofto, R Barber, K Freund, C Bozett

Low Individual Score at Three Lakes



Jamie Long


1995


78

Shelly Long


1997


78

Most Birdies in One Season

Shelly Long


1997


19

Most Birdies in a Career

Jamie Long 

1992-95


49


Please print sign and return to Coach Merrill

I have read the Girl’s Golf Handbook and understand what is asked of me to participate in Wenatchee HS Girls Golf.

Golfer___________________________ Date_________________

I have read and discussed the handbook with my golfer.

Parent/Guardian___________________ Date_________________
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