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2016-17 PANTHER BASKETBALL 

The WHS boys' basketball program is dedicated to educating young men to 
become not only better basketball players, but also learn life lessons that will 
apply to all aspects of their maturation and development into contributing 
members of society. We believe hard work, responsibility for your actions, 
dedication, determination, and adherence to rules in a team format will aid 
this process and make basketball and the entire experience something they 
will never forget and also allow them to have fun in the process. 

Participation on this team is a privilege and should be regarded as such. 
There are no guarantees for playing time, and each player's actions, work 
ethic, and willingness to be coachable will all be factors. Both players and 
parents need to understand that true growth is developed through patience, 
perseverance, and the ability to handle the emotional and physical ups and 
downs inherent in any activity or life experience. 

TEAM - PLAYER PLACEMENT 
 
Players will be selected for teams based on the following criteria: 

-Offensive Skill 
-Defensive Skill  
-Game Skill  
-Attitude  
-Athletic ability 
-Athletic potential (potential 
development)  
-Coachable 
-Ability to be a positive influence 
on the team -Leadership Skills  
-Work ethic  
-Knowledge of the game 

Selecting players for a team is subjective. The coaches will select the players that 
best fit into a team. Selection of the team can start any time after the first day of 
practice and continue throughout the entire season. Players will be placed on 
various teams for a variety of reasons at the discretion of the coaching staff. For 
example, a player who starts out playing strictly JV is not designated to solely 
playing on that team for the remainder of the season. If he proves in practice and  

 

 



in games that he should be playing up he will be moved up. The Head Coach 
oversees the entire program with input from all staff and all decisions are 
subjective based on the well being of the entire program as a whole. However, 
objective measuring tools will be used to evaluate players through the try-out 
process and during the season. 

SUCCESS: 

The coaches are exclusively responsible for offenses, defenses, personnel 
decisions, and fundamental philosophies. If you are questioning what we are trying 
to do in front of your son, you are putting him in a no-win situation. Please support 
your son and his efforts, but also respect the coaches and what they are trying to 
accomplish. We all want the TEAM to be successful, and the coaches are 
working tirelessly to accomplish just that. Don't set your son back by degrading 
and questioning what the coaches are doing when your son gets home. Support 
our entire efforts and know that we are doing what we were hired to do and are 
experienced in. If questions arise please contact us. 

We expect all players to present themselves to the school and public with respect 
and class. Members of the Panther Basketball team will follow these guidelines: 

•    All of a player's efforts are to be oriented for the success of the team. 
Panther players and coaches pride themselves on being part of a team 
and maintaining an attitude that provides for success. Any action that 
takes away from the success of the team is not acceptable. 

   Depending on the severity of the problem (see WSD Athletics 
Handbook) consequences may include but are not limited to: extra 
conditioning, playing time reduction, suspension, or possibly 
expulsion from the team. 

 
*Absences - Will be excused for illness, school conflicts/activities, and family 
emergencies only. However, missing practice during the week for any reason will 
result in the student athlete not being eligible to start in contests that occur during 
that week.  
 
Additionally, any missed classes during the school day must meet the criteria for 
being excused. These absences must be cleared through the athletic and 
attendance offices, otherwise the student athlete will be unable to practice or play 
in any games that day. In the case that the student athlete has an appointment 
during the school day, he must turn in a doctor’s note in order to participate in any 
practice/games that take place that day. Missing practice due to reasons that are  
 
 
 
 
 



considered not excused will result in, but is not limited to, the following disciplinary 
actions:  
 
*First unexcused absence = 1/2 game suspension. 
*Second unexcused absence = 1 full game suspension. 
*Third unexcused absence = Meeting with coach, student athlete and athletic 
director as well as possible removal from team. 
 

COMMUNICATION: 
In a perfect world all players would receive equal playing time, however, that world does 
not exist. Basketball is a TEAM sport that consists of only five players on the court at a 
time. This can create problems with players as well as parents, and we encourage our 
coaches to explain in advance the expected amount of time a player can expect to get 
during a game as well as each players role on the TEAM. Please remember one thing, we 
see these players every day in practice. Each player earns what he gets, and it starts in 
practice every day. If a player does not understand why he is getting (or not getting) the 
playing time he feels he deserves, HE needs to speak to the coach directly. 

The team consists of coaches and players. Should conflict arise, the players should 
approach the coach immediately to alleviate the problem. We encourage players to be 
self-promoting and learn how to deal with and communicate directly with their coach. As a 
coaching staff, we truly understand and appreciate all the work and sacrifices not only the 
players have given to better the TEAM, but the parents as well. Without all the time and 
effort parents put into enabling their son to become the best student/athlete he can be, 
we could not run a successful program. 

*We are here for the kids, and we certainly want everyone to have a productive 
experience, so we will work as hard as we possibly can to address any concerns you 
may have in a productive manner. 

PARENTS WILL NOT BE GRANTED MEETINGS TO DISCUSS PLAYING TIME. THERE ARE TWO THINGS OUR 
COACHING STAFF WILL NOT DISCUSS WITH PARENTS AT ANY TIME: 

1. PLAYING TIME 
2. OTHER KIDS 

 
The protocol for possible problems/conflicts with each individual in our program is as 
follows: 

 

 

 



1.) Players must address their individual coaches FIRST, regarding any player issue. 
2.) If the player and coach cannot directly solve the issue, the player and his parents 
will be asked to come in and discuss it further with the entire coaching staff.  
3.) Lastly, if need be, the entire staff, activities director, and an administrator will sit 
down with the player and parents to make sure the issue gets resolved in a respectful 
manner (cont’d on next page). 
 

• Coaches will not meet with parents "in secret." We are trying to stress 
communication and its importance to our kids, and if parents are trying to 
set up meetings with coaches without the player's knowledge we are setting 
a bad example. Again, players must meet individually with the coach first, 
and if that doesn't resolve the issue, we will meet with both the parents and 
the player. 

• Please refrain from trying to address the issue right before a game, 
during practice time, or immediately after the game. We believe in the 
24 HOUR RULE. If you have a problem after a game, wait at least 24 
hours before trying to contact the coach. 
 

Road Trips/Travel 

Each player is required to ride the bus to all away games to be eligible to 
participate in that game, unless arrangements have been made prior with 
coaches and the athletic office. However, players may ride home with a 
parent or legal guardian. If the player is riding home with a parent or legal 
guardian only need to be signed out at the game by that parent/legal 
guardian with the coach of the team that the student participates on  

Players will not be allowed to leave with other students. In any instances that 
would involve the player leaving with an adult other than a parent or legal 
guardian, parents need to stop by or call the athletic department to confirm 
these plans in addition to filling out a depart from group form and returning to 
the WHS Athletic Department. Adults other than a parent or legal guardian 
will not be able to sign a player out after the game.    

*Under no circumstance, will players be allowed to travel with the team to 
away games if that player is determined to be academically ineligible.  

Thank you for your support of  
Panther Basketball! 

 
 



WHS Boys Basketball 
Coaches Contact Information 

 
Travis Williams 
Varsity Head Coach 
Cell: 406.570.7617  
Email: williams.t@wenatcheeschools.org 
 
Josh Bollinger 
Varsity Assistant Coach/ JV Coach 
Cell: 509.470.2825 
Email: josh.w.bollinger@gmail.com 
 
Robin Kansky 
Varsity Assistant Coach/ Freshmen Coach 
Cell: 509-630-6727 
Email: kansky.r@wenatcheeschools.org 
 
Eric Kuntz 
Varsity Assistant Coach/ “C” Team Coach 
Cell: 509-699-8172 
Email: kuntz.eric@wenatcheeschools.org 
 
 
 
 


