WHS ACADEMIC CHALLENGE
PURPOSE
Academic Challenge is designed for students desiring a rigorous and well-balanced program in academic disciplines.  The program is designed to encourage scholastic achievement, fine arts education, computer literacy, extracurricular participation, and involvement in community service.
BENEFITS

The benefits to a student completing the Challenge are to gain an advantage in college acceptance and scholarship opportunities, to develop a long-term plan for academic success, to learn the skills for organizing and developing a portfolio, to be better prepared for advanced study, and to realize the sense of accomplishment that comes with achievement.
REQUIREMENTS
 In addition to high school graduation requirements, the following requirements must be completed.  Advanced courses are recommended if available.  Students will fill out a Verification Form and have signatures and/or documentation each year.  They will turn it all in to the Career Center their senior year (beginning with the class of 2014).
GPA:  Must have a minimum 3.2 cumulative GPA at time of award.
LANGUAGE ARTS:  Completion of four years (4 credits) in Language Arts.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE:  Completion of three years (3 credits) of the same Foreign Language. 

MATHEMATICS:  Completion through Trigonometry (not Algebra 2/Trig) or Precalculus.

SCIENCE:  Three credits including at least two of the following:  Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.

SOCIAL STUDIES:  An online course may not replace Citizen Washington except the course offered through Wenatchee Internet Academy.

OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION:  Completion of the required 1.5 credits, including Business Computer Applications 1.  Students may instead take a competency test for BCA I by making arrangements with Mrs. Retallic in the Business Department.  BIT 101 at Wenatchee Valley College also fulfills this requirement.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PARTICIPATION:  Participation in one school sport (season) or one school activity (club) is required per school year.  Participation in these programs is sometimes a deciding factor for entrance into some universities and is definitely important in scholarship competition.  Golden Apple Band may be used only if you earn a letter or pin.

COMMUNITY SERVICE:  Community Service is defined as serving others without any monetary reward or as a requirement for your family.  You must complete at least 10 hours each year for three years. Community Service might include volunteering at church, the Humane Society, Parks and Rec, Music Theater of Wenatchee, Ridge to River, Honor Society tutoring, helping at Math is Cool tournaments, etc.

DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR AWARD 

This award is for students who have achieved the minimum standards for the Academic Challenge Program (above) plus:  a minimum of 3.5 cumulative GPA at graduation, be a member of National Honor Society, complete four years of math through Precalculus, complete a total of 15 hours or more of community service per year.  Distinguished Scholar is only awarded at graduation, and students may not list this on college or scholarship applications unless it has been authorized by Mrs. DeMarco.  Please contact her at 662-9047 or demarco.k@mail.wsd.wednet.edu for such verification.    For additional information contact WHS committee members:  Marcy Horne, Bev McCreary, Mallory Neher,  Colleen Parks,  Jean Retallic, Teresa Martinez, Jane Rohman, or Kari DeMarco (who is at 662-9047).
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