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ROSY TAKES ON THE WORLD! 
WENATCHEE — Rosy Barraza feels bad for her math 
teachers.“I was a pain,” she said. “I hated it. I wouldn’t do 
anything. And I’d get so frustrated.” They didn’t let her give 
up, though. “They would say, ‘Rosy, it’s OK. You got this,’” she 
said. And she did, eventually completing three years of math 
credits in one year, which helped the WestSide High School 
student graduate, not only on time, but early. “I got through it,” 
she said. ”It felt so good. I did it. I was so proud of myself. I 
worked hard for it.” She technically graduated in April, a 
couple months ahead of schedule, but will join her fellow 
WestSide graduates — 80 in all — at commencement 
exercises Thursday celebrating a milestone some didn’t think 
was possible.  “One hundred percent of our graduates at 
some point in their high school career were ready to give up 
and have had one or more obstacles placed in front of them 
before coming to WestSide,” said Principal Kory Kalahar. “ 
We are so very proud of each one of them for their 
accomplishments.” WestSide, Wenatchee School District’s 
alternative school, allows students to work at their own pace, 
with smaller classes and more teacher attention. It’s open to 
all students, but most transfer from other high schools, hoping 
to catch up on credits missed for a variety of reasons.That 
was how Barraza landed at WestSide. Her family moved to 
Wenatchee from California during the summer between her 
freshman and sophomore years. Her grandparents, Catalina 
and Jose Flores, and a host of aunts, uncles and cousins live 
in the valley, but the move wasn’t Barraza’s idea and she 
wasn’t happy about it. They had traveled here for her 15th 
birthday celebration and to work during the summer, then 
decided to stay. “I didn’t want to move here — the thought of 

a new school, a new house, a new state. I didn’t know anyone 
but family. I didn’t have friends,” she said.Her freshman year 
in California was rough.“ A friend of mine got killed and it was 
really hard on me,” she said. Mikey Medina, a childhood 
friend, died in September 2015 after being stabbed trying to 
break up a fight. “He was the one I always talked to. He 
believed in me,” Barraza said. She enrolled at Wenatchee 
High School as a sophomore, but was missing some credits 
and had the option of switching either to the Wenatchee 
Valley Technical Skills Center or WestSide to catch up. Her 
mom, Maria Partida, and grandmother weren’t sold on either 
one, but after hearing about the smaller classes and ability to 
set her own pace, Barraza decided on WestSide. It took time, 
but with support of teachers, staff and students, she found her 
footing. “I still have some of the friends to this day that I met 
when I moved here. They helped a lot,” she said. “They were 
there for me when I didn’t know anyone. I’m grateful to them.” 
She used the memory of her childhood friend as motivation. 
“He believed in me. I remember him saying that, so that made 
me try harder,” she said. Kalahar and crew also helped. “The 
principal was always there. All the staff, really, were helpful. 
Everyone was motivating me to be successful,” she said. She 
got so comfortable, she admits she took her time turning in 
the final packet. “I could have finished earlier, but I didn’t want 
to graduate. I love WestSide,” she said. “I can be myself 
there. It’s fun.” It took a nudge from her brother, Joshua, 16, 
who is also a WestSide student, catching up on some math 
credits. “We hang out,” she said. “I told him I wasn’t sure I 
wanted to graduate. He just said, ‘Leave already.’” She 
agreed. “The time has come,” she said. Continued page two… 

Eagles

Back to School Bash/Open 
House on August 29th! Please join us 

for food and tons of fun!
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WestSide Stories

Important Dates: 
August 27: First 
Day of School - see 
letter for 
instructions
August 29: Back to 
School Bash/Open 
House
August 30: Non-
contract day - No 
School
September 2: Labor 
Day - No School
October 11: Non-
contract day - No 
School
Oct.30 - Nov.1: 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences - No 
School
November 11: 
Veterans Day 
Observed
November 12: 
Teacher Training - 
No School
November 27: Half 
Day for 
Thanksgiving

Go Eagles!

Continued from page 
one… 
As her high school graduation goal neared, 
her thoughts turned to college and career. 
Her parents didn’t go to college. “They didn’t 
have that opportunity,” she said. “They came 
from Mexico and work during the summer in 
the orchards. My mom kept telling me, ‘This 
isn’t the life I want for you.’” Barraza’s goal 
now is to be a social worker, working with 
children. She plans to start this fall at 
Wenatchee Valley College and transfer to a 
four-year university to complete her 
bachelor’s degree. Kalahar has no doubt 
Barraza will do well. “Her persistence and 
perseverance helped her through life’s 
challenges,” he said. “We just are so proud of 
her and love her so much. Go Rosy and take 
on the world!”


We Day 2019 

Sheena wrote a nomination in order for 
Ruben Rosales to be chosen for the “Get 
Doing” award at We Day 2019. He was 
honored in front of 23,000 other students at 
the Tacoma Dome in May. Here is what she 
wrote about Ruben…


 I would say I have an outstanding student 
who really stands out, my president Ruben 
Rosales.  Our club could not function without 
a President, and he has stepped up to this 
challenge and hit a home run.  The students 
do not elect presidents, they are not voted for, 
nor are they nominated.  The president is 
selected by me each year (on the foundation 
that the first president and creator of the club 
Ali and I created), which is that sometimes I 
base my decision on who is the best leader 
and how much the club needs them, other 
years I select it on who I know has the 
potential to be a great leader but needs this 
position more than the club needs them.  This 
year I selected a student who I knew needed 
it more than we needed him.  He wasn't in the 
best of situations, but I went out on a limb, 
saved him, went to bat for him, and took a 
chance. He comes from a very abusive home 
(witnessed things no child should ever have 
to), and currently is living with another family 
of another one of my students.  He has had a 
very rocky background mixed with a tangled 
path to get here at WestSide.  If you asked 
him today he will tell you he still doesn't 
understand why I did it, but I just keep telling 

him it's because of what I saw and what I see 
in him.  Which is that inner light he possesses, 
the leadership skills he really has, and the 
glimmer of you know he wants to do good, be 
good, etc.  If you asked him today where he 
would be if he was not made leadership 
president he would tell you, probably dropped 
out of school, kicked out of school, or locked 
up.  Yet, instead, he accepted the challenge, 
has turned his life around, has turned himself 
around, his education around put himself in 
counseling and is killing it.  He loves helping 
people, when he talks about it, when he is 
doing it, you see him light up.  He speaks 
every month at our school board meetings 
updating them on what is going on in our 
school, he goes around with our principal to 
middle schools to talk about how WestSide is 
another option for them.  He goes out and 
talks with businesses to collect donations, he 
has been calling and emailing places that we 
cannot physically get to,  and he is going on 
the Spanish radio stations next week to talk 
about our event.  He gives presentations to 
guests visiting our building about leadership, 
my robotics club he is also in, and how this 
school has helped him.  He single-handedly 
hand wrote over 50 letters to Vietnam 
Veterans all over the United States.  Although 
he is a senior he is behind in credits, and 
technically if he worked his butt off could 
graduate at the end of this year, but instead, 
he has made a very mature decision that he 
needs to return for another year even though 
it means he will graduate one year behind.  
He wants to go to college, he wants to 
actually be a special ed teacher, and he 
decided, that he needs another year to be 
able to fully prepare himself educationally, 
financially, and personally before he leaps out 
there on his own.  I agree, he just changed his 
entire life around in the last 6 months, I think 
that another year will be good for him.  


Above: Jared Carlin 
laughs after a rather shocking 

pie to the face! 

Left: Ruben 
Rosales on stage at the 

Tacoma Dome receiving his “Get 
Doing” award at We Day! 
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Graduation 
We had a whooping 82 seniors 
graduate this year with the majority 
walking in our evening ceremony at the 
Wenatchee Convention Center and a 
few more who opted for the more 
intimate ceremony at the school. Either 
way the students were celebrated for 
their accomplishments and academic 
achievement and student speakers 
Payton Blakney and Blanca Medina 
made sure there was not a dry eye in 
the building. 


Summer Shindig 
Thanks once again to the amazing 
Sage Hills Church for celebrating 
our students and staff at their 
Summer Shindig. A large group of 
the congregation gathered to 

organize quite an evening of 
activities from a DJ, to an amazing 
BBQ spread with all the fixings, to 
gross and disgusting games to 
ridicule Principal Kalahar, a 
magician, lawn games, and a ton of 
other activities. The highlight of the 
evening was when Pastor Cameron 
presented Jaden Koopman with his 
very own laptop that he can use at 
school and at home to make his 
academic learning more accessible. 
Thank you Sage Hills!

Rotary Comes to 
WestSide 
It has been a few years since we had 
the Wenatchee Rotary Club to WestSide 
High School, but we did it again. It was 
only fitting that the program be all about 
WestSide service projects and be 
presented by Sheena and Ruben 

Rosales. Sheena described the 
evolution and inception of our 
Leadership Club and Ruben 
discussed his accent to the 
Presidency and what that meant to 
him as a student and a leader. So 
many of the Rotarians enjoyed 
being away from our normal 
location and being able to mingle 
and eat lunch with students was an 
added bonus. We have to give 
some serious shout outs to the 
Wenatchee School District Food 

Service team and our very own Woody 
for making the amazing BBQ happen 
for the entire school and the Rotarians. 
The students ate for free as well as the 
staff and the Rotarians had a crazy deal 
of lunch for only $5. In all, everyone 
enjoyed themselves and the 
presentation and we look forward to 
hopefully have this be an annual event 
for the Rotary/WestSide partnership. 
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Gretchen Mann 
Office Manager

mann.g@wenatcheeschools.org

Kory Kalahar 
Principal

kalahar.k@ wenatcheeschools.org

Lupe Rubio 
Attendance Secretary

rubio.g@wenatcheeschools.org


SCREAMING EAGLES 
WestSide High School 

1510 Ninth St.

Wenatchee, WA. 98801

P 509 663-7947

F 509 664-3005


http://www.wenatcheeschools.org/wshs/


Nancy Snyder 
Counselor

snyder.n@ wenatcheeschools.org

Jan Bullock 
Counselor

bullock.j@ wenatcheeschools.org


Far 
left: Denim gives 110% 

when blasting a pie into a fellow 
student’s face. Pastor Cameron gives 
Wendy and iPad from the raffle at the 

Shindig. Below: Jade and Gallie 
stand proudly at 

“Our mission is to create an 
environment that provides hope, builds 

strong relationships, fosters deep academic 
learning, and REALIZES our full 

potential.”
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BY RUFUS WOODS · PUBLISHED MARCH 15, 2019 · UPDATED 
MARCH 16, 2019

     There is something really special about WestSide High 
School and the commitment to bettering the community that 
has been fostered by the staff and administration and that the 
remarkable kids who attend that school have wholeheartedly 
embraced. 
WestSide’s latest project is to raise money to support the 
heroic journey of 11-year-old Ewan MacPherson, a 5th grader 
at Columbia Elementary who is undergoing his third round of 
treatment for brain cancer. 
     On Thursday, March 28, from 6-8 p.m., WestSide High will 
hold its 5th annual spaghetti feed and auction with all of the 
proceeds going to support Ewan and his family. Tickets for the 
food are only $10 for adults and $5 for children and students. 
Kids ages three and under are free. 
     Community members donate some really amazing art, gift 
baskets and other items for the auction, which will be held at 
the school at 1510 9th Street. Tickets are available at the 
school and at the door. 
     The annual fundraiser is so inspiring that a musician from 
Seattle, Steven Curtis, drives the 250-mile round trip at his 
expense to play his music for the benefit. 
WestSide High has a pretty remarkable group of teachers and 
staff who have created a true sense of community at the 
school, which has spilled out to include caring for and 
contributing to the entire community. Sheena Zacherle, who 
teaches career and technical education and robotics, is the 
graduation specialist and advises the leadership group at the 
WestSide, has a knack for finding ways to engage and inspire 
students. She’s the point person for the fundraiser. The school 
has benefited from the enthusiastic leadership of principal 
Kory Kalahar who creates an infectious can-do atmosphere at 
the school. But in truth, that sense of caring has always 
existed with those who have chosen to serve students there. 
WestSide is a very special place that is giving students an 
opportunity to flourish.
     Not so many years ago, WestSide was not appreciated by 
many in the community. What many of us didn’t understand 
was that it is a special place of learning that allows kids who 
don’t fit in well at traditional schools to flourish. There is a 
strong emphasis on accountability, individual responsibility 
and accepting everyone as they are. The sense of belonging 
created there is essential in helping kids overcome the sense 
of disconnection that is growing in our society.
     Several years ago, the Wenatchee Rotary Club recognized 
WestSide’s unique value and dedicated significant funding, 
mentoring and other support to help the rest of us recognize 
the true value of this alternative school. That was a game 

changer for WestSide, which was not fully appreciated for its 
value at the time. The sense of pride that Rotary helped 
create in the school is evident when you walk through the 
halls and is also apparent in growing community esteem and 
support for its unique learning environment.
     We could all learn lessons in the value of contribution from 
the example of WestSide’s students, faculty and staff. These 
kids and this school will make our community proud for years 
to come.
     Let’s show our support for their efforts to help out Ewan 
MacPherson in his challenging journey to overcome cancer.

Above: 
Leon McKinney stands 

proudly with the winners of the 
Lincoln Prize for 2019. Below: 

Principal Kalahar and Alondra in an 
epic battle of the gooiest kind. 

Yuck! 
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Congresswoman Schrier Visits WestSide High School!

WestSide We Day Update!
As mentioned previously, WestSide 
students earned thirty tickets to We 
Day 2019 through volunteer efforts 
and projects including our Annual 
Spaghetti Feed and Care Kits for the 
homeless. We were also invited to 
the Celebration of We event held in 
March where select schools are 
honored. Finally, our very own 
Ruben Rosales was chosen for the 
“Get Doing” award given to him on 
stage at the Tacoma Dome in front 
of 23,000 other We Day guests! 

Various 
pictures of our seniors 
who worked with our 

community Mentors last year! 
Upper Left: Molzahn hosting 

our Spaghetti Feed  

Left: Mr. Johnson with 
Congresswoman Schrier. Right: Dr. Kim 

Schrier shows off her WestSide DECA t-shirt 
after her visit to WestSide to honor our 

DECA students.   



NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
FOR SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLIC 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Wenatchee School District does not 

discriminate in any programs or activities on the 
basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, 
or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups.

The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of 
alleged discrimination:

Title IX Coordinator, Section 504/ADA 
Coordinator

Mark Helm, Executive Director of Student 
Services

235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801
helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

509.663.8161
Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators

Mark Helm, Executive Director of Student 
Services (students)

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org
Lisa Turner, Executive Director of Human 

Resources (staff)
235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

turner.l@wenatcheeschools.org
509.663.8161

DECLARACIÓN DE NO 
DISCRIMINACIÓN

PARA PUBLICACIONES ESCOLARES Y 
ANUNCIOS PÚBLICOS

El Distrito Escolar de Wenatchee no 
discrimina en ningún programa o actividades 
basado en sexo, raza, credo, color, religión, origen 
nacional, edad, estatus militar o veterano, 
orientación sexual, expresión o identidad de 
genero, discapacidad, o el uso de un perro guía o 
animal de servicio y proporciona igualdad de 
acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos de jóvenes 
designados. Los siguientes empleados han sido 
designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas 
de supuesta discriminación:

Coordinador de Titulo IX, Coordinador de 
Sección 504/ADA

Mark Helm, Director Ejecutivo de Servicios 
Estudiantil

235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801
helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

509.663.8161
Coordinadores de Cumplimiento de Derechos 

Civiles
Mark Helm, Director Ejecutivo de Servicios 

Estudiantil (estudiantes)
Lisa Turner, Directora Ejecutiva de Recursos 

Humanos (empleados)
235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org
turner.l@wenatcheeschools.org

On this page: Various photos of 
our WSHS Graduation Ceremonies. 

Chris Horner and Nissa Toliver left, Dulton 
Scott top, Payton Blakney and Kalahar 

immediately above.


