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GRADUATION RATES CLIMBING 
Written by Mikaela Wilkerson   


WENATCHEE — The class that exited Wenatchee High School in 
June graduated at a higher rate than any other class before them. 
The 91.5-percent on-time graduation rate exceeded the previous 
record of 90.6 percent set in 2011.

The 2018 grad rate exceeded the 2017 rate by 5.8 
percentage points.


“I think it’s a testament to the hard work of our staff and students, 
and also to the partnerships we have made with the community,” 
said Principal Eric Anderson.


He said the higher graduation rate can be attributed to the high 
school adding intervention programs in the last couple of years that 
are designed to help students meet classroom expectations and 
pass more classes. Programs include after-school homework 
center, lunchtime assignment completion, student support teams 
and after-school credit retrieval.


Anderson, who is in his fourth year as principal, said intervention 
specialists for English and math classes have been implemented, as 
well as college mentor programs for seniors. The programs have 
helped students focus on taking the necessary steps to graduate 
and move forward with their education, he added.


The graduation rate at WestSide High School also increased from 
42.5 percent in 2016-17 to 52.7 percent for the 2017-18 school 
year. WestSide is a coeducational, public alternative high school 

that opened in 1985. It serves an at-risk student population, offering 
a smaller learning environment that includes more one-on-one time 
with teachers.


Programs focused on flexible student schedules and helping 
students work through stress and trauma have helped WestSide 
staff members build relationships with students, which aids in 
keeping them in school longer, Principal Kory Kalahar said.


“We’re really proud of them,” he said of the students. “We are just 
excited about the results, and we’re even more excited to 
implement strategies next year to see if we can get (the rate) higher. 
It’s a celebration, for sure, but it’s definitely a huge community 
(effort) between staff and students to reach that finish line.”


Kalahar is in his eighth year as principal at WestSide High School.


“I’m super fortunate to be here,” he said. “I love it and it’s my 
dream job.”


The graduation rate for the Wenatchee School District, combining 
both local high school rate increases, is the highest it has ever been 
at 84.3 percent. It represents a 7.6 percentage point increase from a 
year ago.


The local grad rate surpassed both the state and national averages. 
The state on-time graduation rate in 2017 was 79.3 percent and the 
national rate was 84 percent, according to a school district 
news release.


Eagles

Please like WestSide on 
Facebook!
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WestSide Stories

Important Dates: 

November 12: 
Veterans Day 
Observed
November 21: Half 
Day for 
Thanksgiving
November 30: 
District Day - No 
School
December 17 - 
January 2: Winter 
Break
January 21: Martin 
Luther King Day
January 25: End of 
First Semester
January 28: 
District Day - No 
School

Go Eagles!

Hope Chests 
In WestSide’s Make a Difference 
Month, Mr. Brandt and Mrs. 
Demarco chose to help support 
the foster children in the 
Wenatchee Valley through their 
Hope Chest project. The classes 
will be working to collect 
donations such as clothes, 
books, and toys for families and 
children. The students hope to 
gather a great deal of donations 
to help out the children and 
families of the Wenatchee and 
surrounding areas. The more 
people that pitch in, the greater 
impact we will have on the 
community.  

Make a Difference Month 
Once again WestSide High made a huge impact 
on our school and community with our Make a 
Difference Month. It was amazing to see the 
creativity of the staff and students as they 
selected great projects and saw them through to 
fruition. There were tried and true favorites such 
as the Humane Society visits, Food Drives and 
Lunch Buddies as well as laptop and computer 
lab  clean up, positive rock painting, Suburban 
detailing, warm letters to our service veterans, 
and campus clean up. We also had a host of 
new activities as well including the Hope Chest 
donations, the Positive Quote Board, Positive 
Posters throughout the building, reading to the 
Early Learning Center kiddos, Random Acts of 
Kindness, and cocoa and cider to downtown 
trick or treaters! Projects like these show 
WestSide’s 3Cs in action: Courage, 
Compassion, and Commitment. Thank you all 
for your help and dedication.  

Stonewater Ranch Field 
Trip 
Mary Robinson, Reading Workshop 
Teacher, had a vision in the spring of 
last year to take a large group of 
students to the Stonewater Ranch 
for a day of learning. Each student 
involved would learn important 
leadership skills and team building 
exercises to help push them to step 
out of their comfort zones and leave 
the world of cell phones and devices 
behind and tune into the world in 
progress in a different and 
influential way.  
     Mary set out to make her vision 
become a reality by applying for 
Building Stronger Schools grant 
through the NCW Community 
Foundation. If funded, we would be 
able to send three waves of student 
to Stonewater Ranch for field trip 
day extravaganza!  
     Mary’s vision became a reality 
and WestSide received the grant and 
was able to send 70 students to the 
Ranch on three separate days. 
Students came back to school 
energized and refreshed from the 
time in the mountains learning 
about themselves, the WestSide 
staff, and their fellow students. In 
addition to the field trip itself. Mary 
and Mr. Stansbery came up with 
follow up activities that students 
could complete on their own after 
the field trip to reflect and journal 
about the experience that would 
lead to academic credit. At this 
point, about 20 students have taken 
advantage of this credit earning 
opportunity. 

Above: Mr. 
Hartley shows off his 

brain architecture. Left: 
students compete in the Grad 

Team Challenge.  

Left: 
Jan proudly stands next 

to  WestSide graduate and 
Marine, Oscar Mendoza 
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DECA 
WestSide is taking on another 

DECA tournament this year with 
Jonathan Espinoza leading the team 
under Mr. Brandt’s leadership. Last 
we had three brave students take up 
the torch and carry it to the DECA 
tournament. On January 8th, we are 
hoping that ten WestSiders take on 
the challenge this year for 2019. More 
details to come…


Spirit Week @ WestSide 
The week before Halloween this year 
was deemed as Spirit Week at 
WestSide and the Leadership Club 
made sure that we had plenty of 
interesting outfits to wear. Monday 

was the traditional rolling into school 
in your pajamas day. Students 
enjoyed being more comfortable than 
they should be for the learning 
environment. Everything from furry 
onesies to full matching top and 
bottom PJs with bathrobes could be 
seen in our hallways.  
     Tuesday brought with it some 
awkward and interesting ensembles 
with Pink Pride Day as our annual 
ode to breast cancer and the struggle 
therein. There were pink bandannas, 
pink jackets, pink shorts, and some 
crazy pink socks as well.  
     Wednesday was the “Blast from 
the Past” day which also became the 
“wear whatever you wanted to wear in 
the first place but couldn’t find a day 
for that day”. There were greasers 
from the 50s and day glow-ers from 
the 80s. We also had our fair share of 
flower children wondering around 
aimlessly looking for Woodstock.  
     Twin Day was a favorite for many 
who took the concept of being a twin 
to next level. We had some twin and 
quadruplets in the house too. Some 
people were the same from head to 
two and others simply had the same 
shirt or flannel. Some people 
apparently lost their twin or they didn’t 
show up for the fun.  

     Finally, Friday was our day to 
recognize and honor our trans-gender 
community with Gender Swap Day. 
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Below: 
Bethany leads her 

team through a challenge at 
Stonewater Ranch. Below left: 

Dominick is being helped from his 
team through another challenge. 

Over 70 students made it to 
the Stonewater Ranch 

field trip! 
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Gear Up! Week
     Gaby set WestSide up for a great GEAR UP! week 
with a ton of activities and exciting opportunities to realize 
what options there are for our students after they 
graduate. See the various pictures throughout the 
newsletter that show staff and students with a border 
from their favorite school or alma mater. We learned 
about programs offered and popular degrees that 
students can study and work toward and students were 
able to share their future goals and plans after high 
school.  

 Random Acts of Kindness @ WestSide

Mr. Stansbery is taking on the challenge and the honor of 
creating a Random Acts of Kindness Club at WestSide. 
This amazing club will meet on Wednesdays at lunch and 
it will be a very safe space where students talk and begin 
to understand kindness and see the world through a lens 
of compassion. Mr. Stansbery’s goal is that students 
begin to embrace and embody kindness and compassion 
through their actions and the way they carry themselves 
through the school and community. Students will elect 
officers for the club and begin to look for ways to impact 
our school and the larger community through acts of 
kindness. Look for more announcement and information 
coming soon.  

Above: 
Martin shouts “Go Cougs”. 

Below left: Mr. Stansbery holds 
the UW Husky sign proudly! Below: 

Kalahar’s Grad Team 
celebrates a victory  
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WestSide Student - Off to WSU

Westy the WestSide Eagle 
is finally here! Thanks to 
the creativity of a student 
and his mother, we have 

finally realized our 
WestSide mascot and 

brought Westy the 
WestSide Eagle to life. He 

will make special 
appearances throughout 

the year. Watch out!

A former student's mother came to visit today 
to express her gratitude to all of us here at 
WestSide. Her son is attending WSU and he is 
going to become a Social Studies Teacher! 
Mom was talking to me in tears. Tears of joy! 
She wants to volunteer to speak to parents. 
Meeting to inspire and encourage parents to be 
more involved with their students throughout 
their schooling. She said she could not done it 
with out the WestSide staff!! Every time I called 
her for attendance reason, she said it was hard 
to answer the phone because she knew I was 
going to give her the speech about support her 
students, (hehe I never gave her a speech). This 
is great and that is why I love working here at 
WestSide, a place where everyone matters. 


Angelica Vasquez
Above: 

Angelica goes back to 
school at WVC. Below: Michael 

McGinley, Jonathan Espinoza, and 
Kevin Castro show their post 

high school dreams 



No Child Left 
Inside

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
FOR SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS AND 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Wenatchee School District does not 

discriminate in any programs or activities on the 
basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, 
or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups.

The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of 
alleged discrimination:

Title IX Coordinator, Section 504/ADA 
Coordinator

Mark Helm, Executive Director of Student 
Services

235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801
helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

509.663.8161
Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators
Mark Helm, Executive Director of Student 

Services (students)
helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

Lisa Turner, Executive Director of Human 
Resources (staff)

235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801
turner.l@wenatcheeschools.org

509.663.8161

DECLARACIÓN DE NO 
DISCRIMINACIÓN

PARA PUBLICACIONES ESCOLARES Y 
ANUNCIOS PÚBLICOS

El Distrito Escolar de Wenatchee no 
discrimina en ningún programa o actividades 
basado en sexo, raza, credo, color, religión, origen 
nacional, edad, estatus militar o veterano, 
orientación sexual, expresión o identidad de 
genero, discapacidad, o el uso de un perro guía o 
animal de servicio y proporciona igualdad de 
acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos de jóvenes 
designados. Los siguientes empleados han sido 
designados para manejar las preguntas y quejas 
de supuesta discriminación:

Coordinador de Titulo IX, Coordinador de 
Sección 504/ADA

Mark Helm, Director Ejecutivo de Servicios 
Estudiantil

235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801
helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org

509.663.8161
Coordinadores de Cumplimiento de 

Derechos Civiles
Mark Helm, Director Ejecutivo de Servicios 

Estudiantil (estudiantes)
Lisa Turner, Directora Ejecutiva de Recursos 

Humanos (empleados)
235 Sunset Ave, Wenatchee WA, 98801

helm.m@wenatcheeschools.org
turner.l@wenatcheeschools.org

It has been a great kick off to another 
amazing year at WestSide especially 
for those students who like to get out 
and work with their hands and next to 
real scientists in the field. Our No 
Child Left Inside (NCLI) Eco-
stewardship program has already 
taken students on some great and fun 
learning experiences so far. With the 
teamwork and leadership of Seth 
Wedzal from the WSU Extension and 
Ms. Cross and Mr. Stansbery from 
WestSide, we have an awesome team 
that will show students new learning 
and understandings through 
experience. Thus far, the students 
have been exposed to salmon 
dissections, Kids in the Creek, and a 
trip to the Leavenworth Fish Hatchery, 
the Ropes Course, and next to 
Jacobsen Preserve. What an awesome 
partnership and an incredible 
experience for our students to gain 
valuable experience in the field with 
scientists in our own backyard. In 
addition to the experience, student 
are able to obtain additional 
Environmental Science credit to use 
toward graduation.  

The Night School Ladies and 
their pajamas! Keeping it Classy! Far 

Right: Mrs. Niccum and students clean 
computers during “Make a 

Difference” month. 


